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The Commonwealth of Independent States has 18 major, 9 minor,
16 rare, and 17 recently extinct breeds. Except for the local Altai and
Yakut ponies, all the major light breeds are based on the Arab or
Thoroughbred or their derivatives; the major draft breeds are based
on Belgian, British, and French breeds. The minor breeds include
four native breeds and five native breeds improved by crossbreeding.
All the rare breeds, except one, are indigenous breeds. They include
six north Russian pony breeds, two Siberian ponies, and four ponies
from the Caucasus. The recently extinct include five native breeds.

Asia

Horses in southwest Asia are chiefly Arabs or of Arab origin. In
addition, there are three named breeds of light horses in Iran, three
in Turkey, and three in Afghanistan. The native horse of Turkey, the
Anatolian Pony, is common. In Iran, the Caspian Pony is a recently
revived rare breed.

In the Indian subcontinent, horse breeds are almost confined to
the north. The Deccani breed is nearly extinct. There are three major
and two minor breeds in India (two of them ponies) and two major,
two rare, and one nearly extinct breed in Pakistan. In Nepal, Bhutan,
and northeast India, the Bhotia Pony is similar to the Tibetan Pony.

In China, the few major breeds are in the north and west. The
dominant breeds are the Mongolian and Tibetan ponies, but there are
four other ponies in the southwest and three light horse breeds with
Russian genes in the north.

In southeast Asia, every country has a named population of po-
nies (Indonesia has no less than seven) that are collectively called the
"South-East Asia Pony/' The native Korean and Japanese horses are
included in the same group. The status of most of these populations
is unknown, but all of the isolated populations in Japan are rare or
nearly extinct.

Africa

The horse breeds of North Africa are the Barb in the Maghreb and
the Egyptian, an Arab derivative. In West Africa, the common light
horses are the West African Barb in the west and the West African
Dongola in the east. Both have varieties and derivatives. There are
also seven named breeds of ponies; the four in the west may be
degenerate Barbs, but the three in the east (Bhirum, Koto Koli, and
Kirdi) are genuine ponies. It would be interesting to know whether
they are resistant to trypanosomiasis.